Swami Satyapati Ji Parivrajak (1927 — 2021) 


Swami Virjanand Ji is best known through his eminent student, Maharshi Swami Dayanand 
Saraswati who in turn, is known for bringing forth the lost light of the Vedic knowledge through 
his teachings and the foundation of the Arya Samaj. 

Likewise, Swami Satyapati Ji Parivrajak lived as a towering personality of the present times 
in the field of Maharshi Patanjali Yog. He was a real guru, walking-the-talk, leading-by-example 
from Yama-Niyama up to Samadhi, during the last 5-6 decades teaching the authentic Yog, solely 
as per the Patanjali Yog Sutras. 

The Darshan Yog Mahavidyalaya, which he founded, stands as a unique institution 
engaged in providing the invaluable resources required for the training of trainers/teachers and 
committed preachers who dedicate their lives to benefit the whole of humanity, nurturing 
proficiency in Vaidik knowledge (Veda, Darshan shastras, arsha granthas) and more importantly 
the real Maharshi Patanjali (Ashtanga) Yoga. 


Swami Satyapati Ji Parivrajak 
(1927 — 2021) 


“Lives of great men all remind us 
We can make our lives sublime, 
And, departing, leave behind us 
Footprints on the sands of time.” 
(Henry Wadsworth Longfellow) 





Born in 1927 in Muslim family in the Farmana, a village in the district of Rohtak, Haryana, 
he spent his childhood and teenage years amongst the village folk tending to the daily chores — 
cattle rearing. He did not receive any formal education till the age of 19. He learnt Hindi alphabets 
through his own initiative, by writing on the dusty ground, with the help of some individuals. He 
was an eye witness to the murder of thousands of innocent people, women and children when 
India was partitioned in 1947. That carnage distressed him so much and triggered waves of 
Vairagya (detachment and renunciation towards worldly things) in his heart. He severed all family 
ties and ventured out in search of truth. 


He adopted the Hindu religion and was then known as Manudev. He quickly learnt Hindi 
and Sanskrit. He delved into the study of the spiritual literature and was strongly inspired by the 
teachings of Maharshi Dayanand, in particular the Satyartha Prakash. There from, he got familiar 
with the Gurukul parampara (education system of medieval India) and the Ashtanga Yog (eight- 
fold practical Yog for Self and God-Realization) as prescribed by Maharishi Patanjali. He then took 
a vow to devote his life to the spread of that authentic Patanjali Yog to the humanity. 


At the age of 22 he entered the Arsha Gurukul at Jhajjar. For over twelve years he 
remained under the guidance of the Acharyas (learned tutors), studied Vaidik grammar, 
Darshanas (Vaidik philosophy), Upanishads and the Vedas. He then moved out to propagate the 
message to the people of the country. 


In 1970 he was initiated into Sanyasa by Swami Brahmamuni Ji Parivrajak and thereafter 
known as Swami Satyapati Parivrajak. He continued to travel all over India to impart practical 
training in Kriyatmak Yog. By organizing such Yog Shivirs (camps) he has inspired thousands of 
people towards the proper spiritual path. He has also travelled abroad viz. Australia and Mauritius 
(1973) to spread the Vaidik Dharma. 


For training and extending assistance to Vaidik scholars he founded several model 
institutions, namely — (1) the Darshan Yog Mahavidyalaya, Rojad, Gujarat, (2) the Arsha Gurukul 
at Sundarpur, and (3) the Vishva Kalyan Dharmarth Trust. Swami Satyapati Ji Parivrajak was the 
life-time Pracharya (lead-preceptor and inspiring mentor) of the Darshan Yog Mahavidyalaya. 


Swamiji’s life was dedicated to serve humanity. His thoughts, words and his deeds 
(manasa-vacha-karmand) were perfectly interconnected, no divergence. True to his name 
(Satyapati) he has an unbendable faith and mastery (pati) of truthfulness (satya) in his daily life. 
Meticulous in his teaching methodology, he adhered strictly to time schedules and targets; no 
single minute went wasted in his agenda. He had trained a large number of scholars who are in 
turn engaged in training a new generation of scholars and disseminating the Vaidik Dharma in the 
far corners of India and abroad. Among the many outstanding scholars, Swami Vivekanand Ji 
Parivrajak and late Acharya Geeaneshwar Ji emerged as the most prominent torchbearers 


Swami Satyapati Ji’s books, Yog Mimansa, Saral Yog se Ishvar Shakshatkar, Yogdarshanam 
which includes the Vydsa Bhdshya and Swamiji’s commentaries under the caption “Yogarth 
Prakash”, constitute a spiritual heritage to mankind. In recognition to the bold initiatives to spread 
the real Patanjali Ashtang Yog, the Vedas and the arsha granthas, i.e. the supplementary 
knowledge expounded by rishis, Swami Satyapati Ji Parivrajak was honored several times, 
interalia —Public Felicitation (1999) through cheque of INR 5,100,000 which he donated to 
establish the Vanprastha Sadhak Ashram, a brain child of the Darshan Yog Mahavidydlaya; Arya 
Ratna (Gem among the Aryas) conferred by the Rao Harishchandra Arya Charitable Trust, during 
the 2012 Antarashtriya Arya Maha Sammelan (International Conference of the Arya Samaj) held 
in New Delhi. More information regarding his life and works can be found in his autobiography 
‘Mera Shankshipt Jivan Charitra'. 
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My first acquaintance was in 2008 and with the grace 
of Ishvar (God), | benefitted from his mentoring during my 
2011-2015 stay at the Vanprastha Sadhak Ashram and 
Darshan Yog Mahavidyalaya, studying the Darshan Shastras, 
Upanishads, Satyartha Prakash, RigVedadi-Bhashya-Bhumika 
and parts of the Vedas. 

My last meeting with Swami Ji was during my 
November 2018 visit to India. | retain vivid memories of my 
interactions with Swami Satyapati Ji as an inspiring role model. 
Each time he pressed upon the importance of Yama-Niyama 
as the baby steps on the Yog Marga (path) to moksha-muKti. 
His (idle) time was immersed in Gayatri mantra japa and 
Ishvar-Pranidhana. 


He was forceful in his affirmations that moksha-mukti is a realizable target in this present 


life, we only need to put up 100% physical and mental efforts, emphasizing on Ishvar-Pranidhana, 


i.e. live life surrendering ourselves to the Almighty Ishvar (God), mindful that Ishvar (God) is ever 


watching all our thoughts, words and physical actions (mana-vani-shareera se kriyayen); Swamiji’s 


was himself ever-mindful of Ishvar-Pranidhana which is mentioned four times in the Yog Darshan 


and in his own words “Ishvar mujhe har pal dekh, sun aur jan rahé hai.” 


During his lectures, he had once stated to one of the scholars “merd is manushya jivan ka 


=r 


kam pura ho gaya”; that’s the way yogis hint at their realizations ...they stay tall in humility and 


never brag on their achievements. 


May Ishvar, the All-Just (Nydyakar7 ) and All-Merciful (Dayalu) grant Sadgati to this noble soul. 


Acharya Bramdeo Mokoonlall 
Hindu Center of Atlanta 


February 04, 2020 


